
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H2475April 29, 1999
HOUSE VOTES REGARDING

KOSOVO
(Mr. POMEROY asked and was given

permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. POMEROY. Madam Speaker,
there is a vile partisanship in this
Chamber. We may have a new Speaker,
but make no mistake about it, we have
the same utterly dysfunctional leader-
ship that saw us through government
shutdowns and that made a partisan
mockery out of the constitutional im-
peachment responsibility in this body.

Yesterday more than 30 Members of
the majority voted against stopping
U.S. participation in the NATO action,
against the horrendous ethnic cleans-
ing of Slobodan Milosevic, but then re-
fused to vote for a resolution in sup-
port of the NATO action. There can
only be one explanation for the House
vote against the NATO campaign. The
Republican majority will seize any op-
portunity to strike at President Clin-
ton, even if it means giving encourage-
ment to such a vile criminal as
Slobodan Milosevic. Our national in-
terest must rise above our partisan in-
clinations. The memory of those killed
and raped in Kosovo and the support of
the brave men and women carrying out
this mission on NATO’s behalf deserve
better than this vote.
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MANY LIBERALS IN EDUCATION
HAVE HOSTILE ATTITUDES TO-
WARDS PEOPLE WITH RELI-
GIOUSLY-INSPIRED VALUES
(Mr. TIAHRT asked and was given

permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TIAHRT. Madam Speaker, the
recent tragedy in Littleton, Colorado,
points to an issue that has gone
unaddressed for too long. Too many of
our public schools are unsafe, and this
is unacceptable.

What kind of system is it that allows
kids to quote Hitler in the hallway, but
which would see students get hauled
into the principal’s office for quoting
the bible in the classroom? The pen-
dulum has swung too far to the left.

Madam Speaker, many Americans
believe that America has lost its way
when our schools ignore the morals and
the values that built this great Nation.
But too many of the liberals in edu-
cation have such a hostile attitude to-
wards religion that they can not even
conceive of a tolerant, multi-denomi-
national religious presence in the pub-
lic square which does not harm any-
one’s rights. Their caricatures of reli-
gious people are nothing but unfair
stereotypes, and they falsely portray
the agenda of ordinary people who
think that religiously-inspired values
are something to be proud of and some-
thing that has always made America
great.

There is no magic solution for the
problems we face in schools, but it is

time for the pendulum to swing the
other way, back to the virtues and the
values that built this great Nation.

f

COST OF FAILURE INFINITELY
GREATER THAN THE PRICE OF
VICTORY

(Mr. HOYER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HOYER. Madam Speaker, Dante
said that nothing was necessary for the
spread of evil but that good men do
nothing.

Yesterday, last night, shamefully the
House of Representatives voted to do
nothing. It sent an uncertain trumpet,
not only to our NATO allies, but to one
of the evils of this world: Slobodan
Milosevic.

Let me read from a speech given by
JOHN MCCAIN, not a member of my
party, but one of this body, the Con-
gress of the United States, that knows
about war and knows about the Amer-
ican interest, not the partisan political
interest. He said this:

Let me close by saying that both the
Congress and the administration must
show resolve and the confidence of a
superpower. Our cause is just, and our
early success is imperative. Let us
keep our nerve and see the things
through to the end. No matter how
awful the images of war appear on tele-
vision, the cost of failure, JOHN MCCAIN
said correctly, are infinitely greater
than the price of victory.

Madam Speaker, we failed last night.
Let us not fail in the days ahead.

f

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
EMERSON). Members should avoid ref-
erences to members of the other body.

f

REPUBLICAN COMPLAINTS ABOUT
ABUNDANT MILITARY SHORT-
AGES MET WITH SILENCE AT
THE WHITE HOUSE

(Mr. BALLENGER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BALLENGER. Madam Speaker,
the war in Kosovo has exposed a mili-
tary readiness and national security
vulnerability that must be removed.
Evidence of our current military short-
age is abundant:

We are dangerously close to running
out of air-launched cruise missiles, a
situation unthinkable in the days of
Ronald Reagan’s strong leadership.
More than half of the B1–B bombers in
Ellsworth Air Force Base are not mis-
sion capable because they lack critical
parts. We are diverting planes from
their patrols over the Iraqi no-fly zone
in order to fill out the Kosovo mission.

Republican complaints and oversight
hearings about this deteriorating situ-
ation over the past 6 years have been

met with silence in the White House
and indifference in the press. No one
seems to care. For four straight years,
four straight years, the Republican
Congress appropriated more money for
defense than the President requested.
But each year it is more of the same:
an inadequate defense budget and in-
sufficient resources.

Now will the President finally care?
f

INTRODUCTION OF THE RURAL
TEACHERS’ RECRUITMENT ACT
OF 1999

(Mrs. CLAYTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mrs. CLAYTON. Madam Speaker,
today I am introducing the Rural
Teachers’ Recruitment Act of 1999, a
much needed measure designed to ad-
dress teacher shortage, recruitment
and retention. Recruiting and retain-
ing quality teachers is so important
and difficult in schools across the
country. Accomplishing this goal in
rural areas is even a greater task.

Madam Speaker, there is little moti-
vation for teachers to teach and to re-
main in rural areas. My bill offers an
incentive to teachers to teach in these
unrepresented areas.

The Rural Teachers’ Recruitment
Act of 1999 allows rural local education
agencies to submit an application to
the Secretary of the Department of
Education for a grant to develop incen-
tives that they like for whatever they
like, for recruitment and retaining
teachers and providing opportunities.

As we move in the 21st century, it is
time to ensure that we have talented,
dedicated and qualified teachers. We
must give these new teachers a reason
to favor providing instruction in our
rural areas. We must reduce the short-
age of quality teachers in areas where
they are most needed. Without these
teachers, our communities and chil-
dren are the ones who suffer.

Madam Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues in rural areas and urban areas
to support my bill, the Rural Teachers’
Recruitment Act of 1999.
f

LAST NIGHT’S APPALLING VOTE

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Madam
Speaker, what have we wrought? I
ended my time on the floor last night
by speaking to this body of my shock
and appall at our vote not to support
those military men and women trying
to save lives in the Kosovo area.

It is interesting, having gone to the
Hershey retreat to uphold and promote
bipartisanship, that yesterday I saw
the crumbling edges of bipartisanship.
I saw the repeat of the impeachment
vote, the undermining of a President,
not because one found good reason that
there was no basis for this onslaught
that is going on or this attack that is
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